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KNOCKING CONTROL METHOD AND
APPARATUS FOR INTERNAL COMBUSTION
ENGINE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a knocking
control method for suppressing a knocking phenome-

non in an internal combustion engine (hereinafter also 10

referred to as an engine for short) such as a gasoline
engine for a motor vehicle as well as an apparatus for
carrying out the same. More particularly, the invention
is concerned with an improved knocking control
method and apparatus for an engine which allow failure
or fault of a knocking sensor to be detected with high
reliability, to thereby ensure a fail-safe operation of the
engine knocking control system.

In general, the internal combustion engine such as a
gasoline engine for a motor vehicle includes a plurality
of cylinders in each of which a fuel gas mixture is com-
pressed and undergoes combustion at an optimal timing.
In this conjunction, there has already been proposed
and used widely in practical applications a microcom-
puter-based engine control unit (also known as ECU in
abbreviation) for the purpose of controlling optimally
the ignition timings as well as the sequence of fuel injec-
tions in association with the individual engine cylinders.

In connection with such engine operation control, it
is known that when the ignition timing (usually given in
terms of angular crank position or crank angle) is con-
trolled to advance excessively, abnormal fuel combus-
tion may take place, resulting in generation of vibrations
or shock referred to as knocking of such magnitude
which may eventually damage or injure the engine
cylinders. In order to avoid such unwanted event, it is
necessary to perform ignition timing control in such a
manner that upon detection of abnormal vibrations or
knocking, the ignition timing is shifted in a direction to
afford an appropriate retard to the time point or timing
at which fuel combustion takes place within the knock-
ing cylinder.

For a better understanding of the background of the
present invention, an engine knocking control system
known heretofore will be described in some detail by
reference to FIG. § which is a block diagram showing
the general arrangement of a known knocking control
system.

In FIG. 5, a reference numeral 1 denotes a knocking
sensor installed in association with each or a set of the
cylinders of an internal combustion engine. The knock-
ing sensor 1 may be composed of a piezoelectric ele-
ment or the like which is capable of detecting the vibra-
tions or knocking of the associated cylinder in the form
of an electric signal.

An output signal A of the knocking sensor 1 is sup-
plied to a knocking detection circuit denoted generally
by a reference numeral 2. The knocking detection cir-
cuit 2 comprises a filter 21 having such a filtering char-
acteristic as to pass therethrough only the frequency
components which are peculiar to the knocking phe-
nomenon (e.g., 7 kHz), a gate 22 for allowing the output
signal of the filter 21 to pass therethrough periodically
at a predetermined timing, a background level (BGL)
generator 23 for generating a background level signal
BGL on the basis of a signal derived by averaging an
output signal A’ of the gate 22, a comparator 24 for
comparing the output signal A’ of the gate 22 with the
background level signal BGL for thereby producing an
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output signal of “ON™ level when the gate output level
A’ exceeds the background level BGL, and an integra-
tor 25 for integrating the output signal of the compara-
tor 24. The output signal of the integrator 25 is then
supplied to an analogue to digital (A/D) converter 3 to
be converted to a digital signal Vg. '

The digital signal Vg is supplied to an engine control
unit (ECU in abbreviation) 4 which may be constituted
by a microcomputer which is programmed to perform
ignition timing control for each of the engine cylinders
on the basis of the output signal Vg of the A/D con-
verter 3 while supplying a masking pulse signal M to the
gate 22 and a reset signal R to the integrator 25, respec-
tively, for the purposes which will be described herein-
after. Further, the engine control unit or controller 4
includes an ignition retard control processor 45 for
arithmetically determining an angle of retard for which
the ignition timing is to be delayed for suppressing the
knocking, thereby producing a retard control angle
signal 6g for controlling the amount of retard to be
applied to the ignition timing on the basis of the digital
signal Vg outputted from the A/D converter 3.

Next, referring to a waveform diagram shown in
FIG. 6, description will be made of operations per-
formed by the known engine knocking control system
shown in FIG. 5.

Normally, in each of the cylinders of the internal
combustion engine, ignition takes place at a timing cor-
responding to a crank angle or position which advances
approximately by 5° relative to top dead center (TDC
given by the crank angle of 0°) so that explosive com-
bustion of the fuel gas mixture may occur at a crank
angle of about 10° to 60° after passing top dead center
(TDC). The knocking due to abnormal combustion will
thus occur at the timing falling within the crank angle
range of 10° to 60° in succession to top dead center.

Accordingly, upon every occurrence of vibration
noise of the cylinders and inter alia knocking, the output
signal A of the knocking sensor 1 produced at corre-
sponding periodical intervals assumes a significantly
increased amplitude, as can be seen in the waveform
shown in FIG. 6 at (a).

In the meanwhile, the engine contro! unit (ECU) 4
outputs to the gate 22 a masking pulse signal M which
is inverted periodically at predetermined intervals in
order to ensure that the knocking detection circuit 2 can
efficiently receive and process the sensor output signal
A. More specifically, the maksing pulse signal M is
generated in such a waveform in which the leading
edge thereof takes place at a time point corresponding
to a crank angle of about 75° advancing relative to the
top dead center of the associated cylinder (this ad-
vanced angle will hereinafter be represented by affixing
“B” to the angle value, e.g. by “B75°”") while the trail-
ing edge of the masking pulse M occurs around a time
point of B5° (i.e. at a time point corresponding t0 a
crank angle of 5° before TDC), as can be seen in the
waveform shown at (b) in FIG. 6. During the period in
which the masking pulse assumes the level of “H”, the
gate 22 is blocked or disabled. Further, as mentioned
previously, a reset signal R is outputted to the integrator
25 from the engine control unit 4 periodically at a pre-
determined timing which coincides with that of the
leading edge of the masking pulse signal M.

The filter 21 constituting a part of the knock detec-
tion circuit 2 has such a filtering characteristic that the
frequency components of the sensor output signal A
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produced upon occurrence of knocking can pass there-
through, while the gate 22 allows the sensor output
signal A to pass therethrough only during a period in
which the masking pulse signal M is at the level of “L”,
as shown at (c) in FIG. 6. The output of the gate 22 is
denoted by a reference symbol A'. On the other hand,
the background level (BGL) generator 23 generates a
background level BGL contained in the gate output
signal A’ by discriminatively separating the former
from the latter, as is illustrated at (d) in FIG. 6, wherein
the background level BGL serves as a reference for
detection of a knocking event or phenomenon.

When the gate output signal A’ exceeds the back-
ground level BGL, the comparator 24 determines that
knocking has taken place and produces a comparison
output of “H” level. The integrator 25 starts to integrate
the output signal of the comparator 24 every time it is
reset by the reset signal R supplied from the engine
control unit 4, as is illustrated at (e) in FIG. 6. The
output signal of the integrator 25 is then converted form
analog into digital form by the A/D converter 3, the
resulting digital integration value Vg being then input-
ted to the engine control unit (ECU) 4.

In this manner, the engine control unit 4 fetches
therein the A/D converted integration value Vg upon
every occurrence of ignitions in the cylinder, to thereby
generate a retard control angle signal g for controlling
the ignition timing in a sense to suppress knocking. To
this end, the retard angle calculator 45 constituting a
part of the engine contro] unit 4 accumulatively adds a
current retard angle deviation Afg to the preceding
retard control angle Og* used in the immediately pre-
ceding ignition control cycle to thereby generate a
current retard control angle signal 8g. Accordingly, the
current retard control angle 6g can be given by the
following expression:

Br=0R*+ABR 8y
In the above expression (1), the current retard angle
deviation (i.e. increment or decrement) Afgis given by
the following equation:

AOg=VgxL

where L represents a weighing coefficient.

In conjunction with the knocking control or sup-
pressing system described above, it is however noted
that the knocking sensor 1 is susceptible to failure or
fault due to short-circuiting, disconnection (or break-
age) or the like. In such cases, there becomes no more
available any meaningful sensor output signal A, mak-
ing it impossible to identify discriminatively an occur-
rence of knocking, which would ultimately bring about
a dangerous state of the internal combustion engine.
Accordingly, it is necessary to detect the failure of the
knocking detection sensor 1 for thereby effecting a
precautionary or safety ignition timing retarding con-
trol upon detection of a failure of the knocking detec-
tion sensor 1.

With a view to coping with the undersirable situation
mentioned above, there is hitherto known a so-called
fail-safe ignition timing retarding control scheme in
which when the background level BGL detected in the
manner described hereinbefore assumes an abnormal
value (e.g., of approximately zero level), it is deter-
mined that the knocking sensor 1 has failed, whereby a
precautionary or safety ignition timing control is put
into effect. As other measures for coping with the fail-
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4

ure of the knocking sensor, it is also known to connect
in advance the signal line for the knocking sensor out-
put signal A to a power supply source via a resister (not
shown in FIG. 5) and determine that there takes place a
short-circuit failure of the knocking sensor 1 when the
potential on the signal line becomes zero while deciding
that disconnection or breakage failure takes place when
the potential on the signal line assumes that of the
power supply source.

As will now be understood from the foregoing, the
engine knocking control method and system known
heretofore suffers from disadvantages that additional
hardware is required for detecting the failure of the
knocking sensor 1 and that the ignition timing retarding
control might be performed even upon erroneous detec-
tion of the knocking sensor failure, because no sensor
failure detection means is incorporated in the engine
control unit 4.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the state of the art described above, itis a
primary object of the present invention to provide an
improved knocking control or suppressing method and
apparatus for an internal combustion engine which are
substantially immune to the shortcomings of the known
knocking control technique such as mentioned above.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a knocking control or suppressing method and an appa-
ratus which can enjoy an enhanced reliability of a
knocking sensor function and hence an improved
knocking control capability or performance by incorpo-
rating a sensor failure detecting function in the engine
control unit for making decision as to the failure of the
knocking sensor when an abnormal sensor output is
successively detected for a predetermined number of
times.

In view of the above and other objects which will be
apparent as description proceeds, there is provided
according to an aspect of the present invention a knock-
ing control apparatus for an internal combustion engine
which comprises a knocking sensor for detecting vibra-
tion of the internal combustion engine; vibration level
generating means operatively connected to an output of
the knocking sensor for generating a vibration level
representative of the magnitude of the engine vibration
on the basis of an output signal of the knocking sensor;
arithmetic means for generating a threshold level to be
referred to upon making decision as to an occurrence of
knocking on the basis of the vibration level; comparison
means for comparing the vibration level with the
threshold level and generating a knocking identification
signal when the vibration level exceeds the threshold
level; sensor failure detecting means for generating a
sensor failure indication signal indicative of a failure of
the knocking sensor when the vibration level continues
to remain at a predetermined sensor failure level for a
predetermined period; and knocking control means
responsive to either one of the knock identification
signal and the sensor failure indication signal for con-
trolling engine operating parameters so as to suppress
the Knocking.

With the structure of the knocking control apparatus
according to the invention described above, the engine
operating parameters are controlled on the basis of the
knocking identification signal or the sensor failure indi-
cation signal so that the ignition timing of the knocking
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cylinder is properly retarded for suppressing the knock-
ing.

According to another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method of controlling knocking in
an internal combustion engine, comprising the steps of:
periodically generating a vibration level at predeter-
mined time intervals in synchronism with operating
cycles of the engine on the basis of an output signal of a
knocking sensor which is installed for detecting vibra-
tion of the engine; comparing a difference between a
current vibration level generated in a current engine
cycle and a preceding vibration level generated in a
preceding engine cycle with a predetermined sensor
failure value; incrementing a failure counter every time
the difference is smaller than the predetermined sensor
failure value; resetting the failure counter when the
difference is greater than the predetermined sensor
failure value; determining whether or not a count value
of the failure counter has reached a predetermined
value representative of a predetermined number of en-
gine cycles; setting a failure flag indicative of a failure of
the knocking sensor when the count value of the failure
counter has reached the predetermined value; and con-
trolling engine operating parameters so as to suppress
the knocking when the failure flag is set.

In the above-described knocking control method, a
difference between the current and preceding vibration
levels is utilized for making decision as to an occurrence
of a faille of the knocking sensor. More specifically, in
case the difference remains smaller than the failure indi-
cation value successively for a predetermined number
of times, decision is made that the knocking sensor
suffers a failure, whereon ignition retarding control is
performed for precautionarily ensuring the safety of the
engine operation.

According to a further aspect of the present inven-
tion. there is provided a method of controlling knocking
in an internal combustion engine, comprising the steps
of: periodically generating a vibration level at predeter-
mined time internals in synchronism with operating
cycles of the engine on the basis of an output signal
produced by a knocking sensor which is installed for
detecting vibration of the engine; comparing the vibra-
tion level with a predetermined sensor failure level
indicative of a failure of the knocking sensor; incre-
menting a failure counter when the vibration level is
lower than the sensor failure level; resetting the failure
counter when the vibration level is higher than the
sensor failure level; determining whether or not a count
value of the failure counter has reached a predeter-
mined value indicative of a predetermined number of
engine cycles; setting a failure flag indicative of a failure
of the knocking sensor when the count value of the
failure counter has reached the predetermined value;
and controlling engine operating parameters so as to
suppress the knocking when the failure flag is set.

In the above knocking control method, precautionary
knocking suppression contro! is performed when the
vibration level lower than the predetermined failure
indication level continues to exist for a predetermined
period.

Other objects, advantages and novel features of the
present invention will become more apparent from the
following detailed description thereof, when it is con-
sidered in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram showing a general arrange-
ment of an internal combustion engine knocking control
apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIGS. 2 (a)-(c) are waveform diagrams for illustrat-
ing operations of the knocking control apparatus shown
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart for illustrating an internal com-
bustion engine knocking control method according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart for illustrating an internal com-
bustion engine knocking control method according to
another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the general ar-
rangement of a known internal combustion engine
knocking control apparatus; and :

FIGS. 6 (a)-(e) are waveform diagrams for illustrat-
ing operations of the known knocking control apparatus
shown in FIG. §.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Now, the present invention will be described in detail
in conjunction with preferred embodiments thereof by
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 shows in a block diagram the general arrange-
ment of a knocking control or suppressing apparatus for
an internal combustion engine according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. In this figure, reference numerals
1, 3 and 45 denote a knocking detection sensor, an ana-
log-to-digital (A/D) converter and a retard control
processor, respectively, which serve for same or similar
functions as the corresponding ones of the known sys-
tem described hereinbefore by reference to FIGS. § and
6. Accordingly, repeated description of these parts will
be unnecessary.

Referring to FIG. 1, there is interposed between the
knocking detection sensor 1 and the A/D converter 3
an interface circuit 20 which may be constituted by a
peak hold circuit 26. In this connection, it should be
mentioned that a reset signal R’ for resetting the peak
hold circuit 26 is generated by the engine control unit
(ECU) 40 in synchronism with the rotation of an inter-
nal combustion engine of concern. Referring to FIG. 2
which is a waveform diagram for illustrating operations
of the knocking control apparatus shown in FIG. 1, the
reset signal R’ includes a series of pulses each rising up
at a reference crank angle of B75° (i.e. at 75° before top
dead center of an associated cylinder) and falling at
another reference crank angle of B5° (i.e. at 5° before
top dead center). The peak hold circuit 26 operates to
generate a peak level at the reference crank position of
B75° for the associated cylinder, wherein the peak level
is inputted to the engine control unit (ECU) 40 as a
vibration level Vp by way of the A/D (analogue-to-
digital) converter 3.

The engine control unit (ECU) 40 inciudes a first
filter circuit 41 for smoothing out or averaging the
vibration signal Vp detected for each cylinder by the
piezoelectric sensor 1 to thereby generate a first back-
ground level (a first mean value signal) BGL1, a second
filter circuit 42 for performing an averaging operation
on the first mean value signal BGL1 periodically at a
predetermined time interval to thereby generate a sec-
ond background level signal (a second mean value sig-
nal) BGL2, an arithmetic circuit 43 for generating a
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threshold level signal Vg on the basis of the second
mean value signal BGL2, the threshold level Vryserv-
ing as a reference upon making decision as to an occur-
rence of knocking, a comparison circuit 44 for generat-
ing a knocking identifying signal Vk when the vibration
signal Vp exceeds the threshold level Vrgy, a retard
control processor 45 for generating a retarded control
angle signal @g to retard the ignition timing for the
associated engine cylinder on the basis of the knocking
identifying signal Vk or a sensor failure indication sig-
nal C, and a sensor failure detector 46 for outputting the
sensor failure indication signal C when the vibration
signal level Vp exceeds a failure level successively a
predetermined number of cycles.

Next, referring to waveform diagrams shown in FIG.
2, description will be made of operations of the engine
knocking control apparatus of FIG. 1.

The knocking sensor 1 detects vibrations of an associ-
ated cylinder of the engine to thereby generate an out-
put signal A which is then subject to knocking phenom-
enon detection processing, as described previously. The
engine control unit 40 fetches therein the peak level of
the output signal A produced by the knocking sensor 1
after being A/D converted by the A/D converter 3
upon every ignition.

More specifically, the peak hold circuit 26 serves to
hold a peak level of the output signal A of the knocking
sensor 1, wherein the peak level is inputted to the engine
control unit (ECU) 40 after having been converted to
the digital vibration level signal Vp by the A/D con-
verter 3.

Upon every sampling of the vibration level signal Vp
at the reference angular position B75°, the engine con-
trol unit (ECU) 40 outputs the reset signal R, as illus-
trated in FIG. 2 at (a), for resetting the peak hold circuit
26 at the reference position B75° (in actuality, slightly
delayed relative to the reference position B75°).

So long as the reset signal R’ remains at “ON” level,
the peak hold circuit 26 continues to be in the reset state
and regains its operation, starting from a time point
corresponding to the falling edge of the reset signal R’
(i.e. at an angular position B5° in the case of the illus-
trated embodiment). Thus, every time the vibration
level signal Vpis produced at the reference position of
B75°, the engine control unit (ECU) 40 repetitively
executes the interrupt processing routine as described
before. .

As can be seen from the waveform shown at (¢) in
FIG. 2, the vibration level signal Vp available at the
reference position B75° of each cylinder is subjected to
variations in every sampling cycle in dependence on the
vibration components contained in the output signal A
of the knocking sensor 1. The variation component in
the vibration level signal V pcontains not only a knock-
ing component but also noise. Accordingly, in order to
positively detect knocking with a high degree of reli-
ability while taking into account variations in the vibra-
tion level signal Vpdue to degradation of the knocking
sensor in the course of time lapse, it is necessary to
determine the background level BGL which follows up
the vibration level Vpto some extent. However, in that
case, there arises the possibility that knocking detection
can no more be performed with high reliability because
the threshold level V rxrapidly increases in response to
a rapid increase in the vibration level Vp, the back-
ground level BGL changing to follow the vibration
level Vp.
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Under these circumstances, the first filter circuit 41
incorporated in the engine control unit (ECU) 40 is so
designed as to average the vibration level Vp on the
basis of a predetermined constant N to thereby gener-
ate a first mean value signal (first background signal)
BGL1 in accordance with the following expression:

BGL1=BGLI*(N)—1)/Nj+ Vp/Ny

where BGL1* represents a first mean value determined
in the preceding cycle. As will be understood from the
above expression, the first mean value BGL1 thus deter-
mined corresponds to the preceding first mean value
BGL1* which is updated so as to reflect the current
vibration level Vpat every cycle.

On the other hand, the second filter circuit 42 is so
designed as to perform a timer interrupt processing at
every predetermined time to thereby execute a further
averaging operation on the first average value BGL1
outputted from the first filter circuit 41 for deriving a
second average value BGL2 in accordance with:

BGL2=BGL2%(N2—1)/N2+BGL1/N>

where BGL2* represents a second mean value derived
in the preceding cycle, and N; represents a predeter-
mined averaging constant.

As will be understood from the above expression, the
current second mean value BGL2 corresponds to the
preceding one BGL2* which has been shifted or up-
dated so as to reflect the current first mean value BGL1
and is rewritten at every cycle. Through the averaging
operation described above, there can be obtained the
second mean value signal BGL2 which can assume a
substantially stabilized level to which the variation in
the vibration level signal V pprovides scarcely an appre-
ciable contribution. Parenthetically, the constants Nj
and N can be selected rather arbitrarily.

Subsequently, the B75° interrupt processing routine
mentioned previously is executed, wherein the arithme-
tic unit 43 amplifies the second mean value signal BGL2
and adds thereto an offset Vor to thereby determine
ultimately the threshold level Vg which is referred to
upon making decision as to the occurrence of knocking.
To this end, the arithmetic unit 43 is designed to per-
form the following arithmetic operation:

Vre=KXBGL2+ Vor

where K represents an amplification factor. Since the
second mean value BGL2 is sufficiently smoothed, as
described above, the threshold level Vg can assume a
value of high reliability because reflection of the varia-
tion in the cyclical vibration level signal Vp on the
threshold level V 7y can satisfactorily be suppressed.

Subsequently, the comparison circuit 44 constituting
the knocking detecting means compares the vibration
level signal Vp with the threshold level signal Vry to
determine a difference Vk between the levels Vp and
V rg, which difference is given by the following equa-
tion:

Vk=Vp—VTH

Thereafter, polarity of the difference Vk is decided (i.e.
decision is made as to whether the difference Vk is
positive or not). When the vibration level Vp exceeds
the threshold level Vrg, ie. when Vk>0 (positive),
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then the difference signal is outputted as the knocking
identification signal Vk indicating an occurrence of
knocking.

In response to the knocking identification signal Vk
thus derived, the retard control processor 45 arithmeti-
cally determines a retard angle signal AOr required for
the suppression of knocking in accordance with the
following equation:

AOR=(VK/VTH)XL'

where L' represents a weighing constant.

As will be understood from the above equation, since
the retard angle signal A@R is arithmetically determined
in terms of the ratio between the knocking identification
signal Vk and the threshold level Vg, there is always
available the retard angle signal A@r of a correct or
appropriate value notwithstanding of variations in the
vibration level V pitself due to time-dependent degrada-
tion of the knocking sensor.

Further, the retard control processor 45 arithmeti-
cally determines the retard control angle Og for retard-
ing the ignition timing in a sense to suppress the knock-
ing on the basis of the retard angle signal AGg in accor-
dance with the previously mentioned expression (1).
Namely,

Or=0g*+AbR

where Og* represents the retard control angle em-
ployed in the preceding cycle.

On the other hand, when it is decided as a result of
the comparison mentioned previously that Vk<0, no
knocking identification signal Vk is outputted. Conse-
quently, the retard angle signal A0 takes a value of “0”
(zero), resulting in that the retard control angle signal
O r continues to be held at the preceding value.

In this manner, the ignition timing for the cylinder
subjected to the knocking control is modified or cor-
rected by the retard control angle signal g in a sense to
retard the ignition timing, whereby the occurrence of
knocking can satisfactorily be suppressed.

In conjunction with the knocking control system
described above, a problem arises that the knocking
detection is rendered impossible, when failure such as
short-circuiting, disconnection or breakage or the like
occurs in the knocking detection sensor 1. To cope with
this problem, there is provided the failure detector 46
which outputs a failure indication signal C when the
vibration level signal V pexhibits a failure level through-
out a predetermined number of cycles. The failure indi-
cation signal C is also supplied to the retard control
processor 45 which, in response thereto, performs fail-
safe retard control of the ignition timing in a similar
manner as in the case of the detection of knocking de-
scribed hereinbefore.

In this connection, it should again be mentioned that
the failure detector 46 is so designed as to output the
failure indication message C only when the failure level
of the vibration signal Vp is detected successively
throughout a predetermined number of engine cycles.
Thus, there can be excluded any useless retard control
which might otherwise be performed on the basis of
erroneous detection of a failure level.

In the case of the exemplary embodiment of the en-
gine knocking control apparatus described above, the
interface circuit 20 for generating the vibration level
signal Vp is constituted by the peak hold circuit 26.
However, it goes without saying that the interface cir-
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10
cuit 20 may equally be constituted by an integrator with
substantially the same result.

Further, although the difference Vk between the
vibration level signal V pand the threshoid level Vryis
outputted from the comparison circuit 44 as a knocking
identification signal, it should be understood that the
comparison circuit 44 may be so configured as to pro-
duce simply an output signal of “H” level when the
vibration level Vpexceeds the threshold level Vrg.

Next, referring to FIG. 3, description will be made of
an engine knocking control method according to an
embodiment of the present invention. Parenthetically, it
should be noted that a failure detection routine (includ-
ing steps S1 to S8) shown in FIG. 3 is executed by the
failure detection circuit 46.

First, in step S1, decision is made as to whether or not
the current operating state Q of the engine is a steady
state (i.e., not a transient state) in which the processing
for detecting a failure of the knocking sensor is allowed
to be executed. When the answer of this decision in step
S1 is affirmative (YES), a difference or deviation AVp
corresponding to a variation in the vibration level Vpis
determined in accordance with the following equation:

AVp=|VHn)—Ven—1)|

where V p(n) represents the current vibration level and
V p(n— 1) represents the vibration level in the preceding
engine cycle. Subsequently, the deviation AVpis com-
pared with a predetermined failure indication level Vg
to thereby make decision as to whether the deviation
AV pis smaller than the predetermined failure indication
level V£ (step S2). Incidentally, the failure indication
level Vrmay be modified in dependence on the engine
operating state. By way of example, in a high-speed
operating state, the predetermined failure indication
level VFmay be set to a relatively high level.

When the deviation AV pis smaller or lower than the
predetermined failure indication level Vg, a failure
counter Cr is incremented in step S3. In step S4, it is
checked whether the count value of the failure counter
Crhas reached a predetermined number N.

In case the count value of the failure counter Cghas
reached the predetermined number N, it is then decided
that the knocking sensor 1 of the cylinder being moni-
tored has undergone failure such as short-circuiting,
disconnection or breakage or the like, as mentioned
previously, whereon a failure flag corresponding to the
failure indication signal C is set to “1” in step S5.

On the other hand, when it is decided in step S1 that
the current state is not in the region allocated to the
sensor failure detection (i.e. when the answer in step S1
is negative “NO”), the failure counter Cyis reset to “0”
(zero) is step S6. Further, when it is decided at step S2
that the deviation AV p exceeds the failure indication
level Vg, thus indicating that the knocking sensor is
normal, the failure counter Cris reset to “0” in step S7
to thereby reset the failure flag to ““0” in step S8.

Now, in step 9, the retard control processor 45 makes
decision as to whether or not the failure flag is set to
“1”. If it is set, the ignition timing for the cylinder asso-
ciated with the knocking sensor 1 for which the failure
flag is set to *“1” is controlled to retard for precau-
tionarily ensuring the safety engine operation in step
S10. To this end, the retard control angle g is set to a
fail-safe retard control angle 8.
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On the other hand, when it is decided in step S9 that
the failure flag is not set, a return is performed to the
initial state.

The sequence of the processing steps S1I to S10 de-
scribed above is repeatedly executed every time the
vibration level Vp develops.

As will be appreciated from the foregoing descrip-
tion, it is taught according to an aspect of the invention
that the difference or deviation between the current and
preceding vibration levels is utilized for making deci-
sion as to a failure of the knocking sensor. More specifi-
cally, when the deviation AV p continues to be smaller
or lower than the predetermined failure indication level
Vg for a predetermined period, it is decided that the
knocking sensor suffers a failure or fault (step S5),
whereon the ignition timing retarding (knocking sup-
pressing) control is performed in step S10 for precau-
tionarily ensuring the safety of the engine operation. By
making use of the deviation AV pin making decision of
the sensor failure as described above, noise components
contained in the vibration level signal Vpcan be elimi-
nated, whereby reliability in the engine knocking con-
trol or suppressing system is significantly enhanced.

Next, referring to FIG. 4, description will be made of
another embodiment of the engine knocking control or
suppression method according to the present invention.
In FIG. 4, steps S1 and S3 to S10 are same as those
described above by reference to FIG. 3.

Turning now to FIG. 4, the vibration level Vp is
compared with the predetermined sensor failure indica-
tion level V£ in the failure detection dedicated state
(step S12). Whenever it is decided that the vibration
level Vpis smaller or lower than the failure indication
level V£, the failure counter Cris incremented (step
$3). Parenthetically, the sensor failure. indication level
VFr may be set variable in dependence on the engine
operating state. .

When the count value of the failure counter Cr has
attained a predetermined number N, the failure flag is
set to “1” in step S5, while upon decision that the vibra-
tion level Vpis higher than the failure indication level
VF, the failure counter Cris reset (step S7), to thereby
reset the failure flag (step S8). On the basis of the failure
flag CF, the ignition timing for the cylinder to which the
failed sensor belongs is controlled by the fail-safe igni-
tion retarding control method (step S10).

Parenthetically, the failure indication level V£ may
be selected either by looking at a corresponding map by
using parameters representative of different engine op-
erating states or set to a value resulting from addition of
the second mean value BGL2 mentioned hereinbefore
with a correcting value. In the latter case, since the
vibration level Vp coincides approximately with the
second mean value BGL2 upon occurrence of a failure
of the knocking sensor, the above-mentioned correcting
value may be so selected as to correspond to a margin
afforded to the failure detection, whereby the faijlure or
fault of the knocking sensor can be detected without
fail.

In the foregoing description, it has been assumed that
the ignition timing is controlled to retard for suppress-
ing the knocking phenomenon. It should however be
appreciated that the knock suppression control may be
accomplished by making use of other appropriate con-
trol parameters.

While the invention has been described in terms of its
preferred embodiments, it should be understood that
numerous modifications may be made thereto without
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departing form the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined in the appended claims. It is intended that all
such modifications fall within the scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A knocking control apparatus for suppressing
knocking in an internal combustion engine, comprising:

a knocking sensor for detecting vibration of the inter-

nal combustion engine;

vibration level generating means operatively con-

nected to an output of said knocking sensor for
generating a vibration level representative of the
magnitude of the engine vibration on the basis of an
output signal of said knocking sensor;

arithmetic means for generating a threshold level to

be referred to upon making decision as to an occur-
rence of knocking on the basis of said vibration
level;

comparison means for comparing the vibration level

with the threshold level and generating a knocking
identification signal when the vibration level ex-
ceeds the threshold level;

sensor failure detecting means for generating a sensor

failure indication signal indicative of a failure of
said knocking sensor when the vibration level con-
tinues to remain at a predetermined sensor failure
level for a predetermined period; and

knocking control means responsive to either one of

the knock identification signal and the sensor fail-
ure indication signal for controlling engine operat-
ing parameters so as to suppress the knocking.

2. A knocking control apparatus for an internal com-
bustion engine according to claim 1, wherein one of said
engine operating parameters is an ignition timing for an
engine cylinder whose vibration is to be detected by
said knocking sensor, the ignition timing being retarded
by said knocking control means for suppressing the
knocking.

3. A knocking control apparatus for an internal com-
bustion engine according to claim 2, wherein said vibra-
tion level generating means includes a peak hold circuit
which is enabled periodically in synchronism with en-
gine cycles to thereby hold and output a vibration signal
representative of vibration of said engine cylinder
which develops upon every occurrence of combustion
therein, and wherein said sensor failure detecting means
includes means for comparing the predetermined sensor
failure level with a difference between the magnitude of
a current vibration signal outputted in a current engine
cycle and that of a preceding vibration signal outputted
in a preceding engine cycle, to thereby output the sen-
sor failure indication signal, when the difference re-
mains smaller than the predetermined sensor failure
level successively throughout a period corresponding
to a predetermined number of engine cycles.

4. A knocking control apparatus for an internal com-
bustion engine according to claim 3, wherein the prede-
termined sensor failure level is set variable in depen-
dence on the operating state of said engine.

5. A knocking control apparatus for ah internal com-
bustion engine according to claim 3, wherein said arith-
metic means averages a plurality of successive outputs
of said peak hold circuit to provide the threshold level,
and wherein said knocking control means retards the
ignition timing by an amount corresponding to a quo-
tient resulting from division of a difference between the
threshold level and the vibration level by said threshold
level.
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6. A method of controlling knocking in an internal
combustion engine, comprising the steps of:

periodically generating a vibration level at predeter-
mined time intervals in synchronism with operat-
ing cycles of the engine on the basis of an output
signal of a knocking sensor which is installed for
detecting vibration of the engine;

comparing a difference between a current vibration
level generated in a current engine cycle and a
preceding vibration level generated in a preceding
engine cycle with a predetermined sensor failure
value;

incrementing a failure counter every time the differ-
ence is smaller than the predetermined sensor fail-
ure value;

resetting said failure counter when the difference is
greater than the predetermined sensor failure
value;

determining whether or not a count value of said
failure counter has reached a predetermined value
representative of a predetermined number of en-
gine cycles;

setting a failure flag indicative of a failure of said
knocking sensor when the count value of said fail-
ure counter has reached the predetermined value;
and
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controlling engine operating parameters so as to sup-
press the knocking when the failure flag is set.
7. A method of controlling knocking in an internal

combustion engine, comprising the steps of:

periodically generating a vibration level at predeter-
mined time internals in synchronism with operating
cycles of the engine on the basis of an output signal
produced by a knocking sensor which is installed
for detecting vibration of the engine;

comparing the vibration level with a predetermined
sensor failure level indicative of a failure of said
knocking sensor;

incrementing a failure counter when the vibration
level is lower than the sensor failure level;

resetting said failure counter when the vibration level
is higher than the sensor failure level;

determining whether or not a count value of said
failure counter has reached a predetermined value
indicative of a predetermined number of engine
cycles;

setting a failure flag indicative of a failure of said
knocking sensor when the count value of said fail-
ure counter has reached the predetermined value;
and

controlling engine operating parameters so as to sup-

press the knocking when the failure flag is set.
* * * * *



